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Fabric of  a World Unfolding (2012)
for amplified ensemble and electronics

flute, clarinet in Bb, violin, cello, and piano
 

Written for Kathleen Supove’s 2012 ‘Music with a View’ Festival. It premiered 
at The Flea Theater on May 22, 2012 in New York City.

“i am a work in progress
dressed in the fabric of  a world unfolding”

– Ani Difranco

 Fabric of  a World Unfolding is my first attempt to combine two compositional interests of  mine, live acoustic “classical” music and music created through the use of  
digital sampling. The electronic tape part of  Fabric is built with samples of  pre-existing recordings, a technique I became interested in after first encountering the work 
of  pop artist Girl Talk. Through the use of  digital manipulations, what began as familiar “pop” sounds are transformed and take on a new identity. Although I have 
completed several tape only works, this is my first time combining this technique with live acoustic instruments.

 Musically, Fabric of  a World Unfolding consists of  a single, slowly evolving texture. Beginning with solo electronics, the acoustic instruments struggle to find their 
place in this new, unfamiliar soundscape. As the work progresses, the acoustic gestures become stronger and more deliberate. However, as soon as this happens, the 
electronics overtake the acoustic material and pushes the soundscape to the point of  distorted self  destruction. After a series of  successive climaxes, with the sounds 
pushed to their literal and figurative limits, the electronics collapse in on themselves. The remnants of  the electronic soundscape become an evolving, reverbant drone. 
The acoustic instruments begin to play the gestures we’ve heard before until both the acoustic instruments and the electronics fade into the single cello line, which itself 
then gradually fades away into the final gasp of  the electronic texture.

 This work was written as an homage to Ani Difranco, a folk artist whose music has had a profound impact on me, and is dedicated with much love and gratitude 
to Zibuokle Martinaitytė, whose guidance has helped me, not only realize this work, but rekindle my passion for the act of  music composition.

 Note to Performers: 
	 The electronics can be run on a laptop with Quicktime through a standard mixing board, using an M-Audio Fast Track Pro or similar device. The electronics contains a 
video file with a timer to facilitate performance. The ensemble should be slightly amplified for balance purposes. It is preferable that someone stay with the mixing board during 
performance to adjust balance as necessary.  With the exception of  bars 35-45, measures are sectioned off  in 10 second blocks. Spacing within the measure implies approximate 
timing. Gestures should be free, with a sense of  fluidity. An organic sense of  sound and gesture is preferable to a strict adherence to time. 
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